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May 4, 2006 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
FR: Frances R. Maestas 
 
RE: STAFF BRIEF:  CLASS LOAD REPORTS 

 
The School Personnel Act (act) requires school districts to report to the Public Education 
Department (PED) the size and composition of its 40th day and December 1 classes and 
authorizes the Secretary of Public Education to disapprove a school district’s budget for failure 
to meet class load requirements within two years. 
 
By November 30 of each year, the act also requires PED to report to the Legislative Education 
Study Committee (LESC) each school district’s ability to meet class load requirements 
prescribed in law. 
 
Issues: 
 
• During the 2005 interim, the LESC received from PED a written report, 40th Day Class 

Overloads Report 2005-2006, which summarized teacher and class overloads reported by 
districts and by schools within the districts and enumerated the schools and districts that had 
received waivers to exceed the statutory limits. 

 
• At the conclusion of the meeting, the committee requested that PED provide the 80th day 

class overload data for school year 2005-2006 and provide additional information on the 
waiver process, including the criteria used to determine waivers, who grants the waivers, and 
when the waivers are issued. 
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Background: 
 
Class Load Requirements 
 
While there are exceptions for students receiving special education services, band and music 
classes, and athletic electives, the School Personnel Act (see Attachment 1) establishes limits on 
the size of individual classes and the average class load or daily teaching load of teachers in 
grades K through 12 as follows: 
 
• 20 students per kindergarten teacher; provided that a class load of 15 to 20 students entitles 

the teacher to the assistance of an educational assistant; 
• 22 students per teacher, when averaged among grades 1, 2 and 3; provided that any teacher in 

grade 1 with a class load of 21 or more shall be entitled to the full-time assistance of an 
educational assistant; 

• an average of 24 students per teacher in grades 4 through 6; 
• a daily teaching load of 160 students per teacher in grades 7-12; and 
• for teachers of required English courses: 

 a maximum of 27 students per class and a daily teaching load of 135 student per teacher 
in grades 7 and 8; and 

 a maximum of 30 students per class and a daily teaching load of 150 students per teacher 
in grades 9-12. 

 
Waiver of Class Load Requirements 
 
Among its other provisions, the School Personnel Act allows the Secretary of Public Education 
to waive individual school class load requirements for not more than two consecutive years if a 
school district demonstrates that: 
 
• no portable classrooms are available; 
• no other available sources of funding exist to meet its need for additional classrooms; 
• the school district is planning alternatives to increase building capacity for implementation 

within one year; and 
• the parents of all children affected by the waiver have been notified in writing: 

 of the statutory class load requirements; 
 that the school district has made a decision to deviate from these class load requirements; 

and 
 of the school district’s plan to achieve compliance with the class load requirements. 

 
The secretary may also waive the individual class load and teaching load requirements upon a 
demonstration of a viable alternative curricular plan and a finding that the plan is in the best 
interest of the school district and that, on an annual basis, the plan has been presented to and is 
supported by the affected teaching staff. 
 
However, the act requires that if a waiver is granted, the average class load for elementary school 
teachers at that school is not to exceed 20 students in grade 1 and not to exceed 25 students when 
averaged among grades 2 through 6. 
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Finally, charter schools are exempted from this provision because the 1999 Charter Schools Act 
(see Attachment 2) waives the requirements for individual class loads and teaching loads for 
charter schools. 
 
Presenter: 
 
For this presentation, Dr. William O. Blair, General Manager, Assessment and Accountability 
Division, PED, will outline the PED report on the 80th Day class overload data for school year 
2005-2006, describe the class overload requirements and the waiver process in PED rule, and 
discuss data collection initiatives being implemented at PED that should allow PED staff to 
assess class overloads with greater accuracy. 
 
Questions the committee may wish to consider: 
 
1. How many waiver requests have been denied for school year 2005-2006? 
 
2. To what extent are there patterns over time of the same public school districts applying for 

waivers? 
 
3. Have any school districts been denied approval of their budget by the Secretary of Education 

as a result of failure to meet class load requirements within two years? 
 
4. How often do parents request that their children be transferred (to a different class or another 

school) once informed in writing, as required by law, of a class overload waiver request?  To 
what extent are the requests for transfer granted? 










